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On Sept. 12, the National TV Council censored the daily political propaganda program prepared
by Chile's opposition Command for the No coalition. (See Chronicle, 09/15/88.) The 15-minute
tape consisted of statements by Judge Rene Garcia Villegas on the practice of torture by the
government's National Information Agency (CNI), and by Jose Zalaquett, former president of
Amnesty International. If the program had been aired, it would have marked the first denunciation
of torture before a nation-wide audience since the 1973 military coup. Summarized below are
highlights of the two men's statements. Garcia Villegas: "More than fifty people have come to my
court. All of them were tortured at CNI facilities. It has been established beyond doubt that these
people were arrested by CNI agents and were tortured by CNI agents within CNI barracks. Some of
them endured...torture sessions that lasted an entire day and throughout the night until 3 or 4 in the
morning. The victim is later thrown...on a mattress in his cell, where he is allowed to rest a few hours
until a new torture session starts all over again..." Zalaquett: "The experiences of Chile and other
countries where torture has been practiced show that torture not only degrades those individuals
affected by it but also the entire society. Torture dehumanizes the victim, who is not only subjected
to unbearable physical pain but is also left to live the rest of his life suffering...psychological sequels.
Torture also dehumanizes and degrades he who practices it, because his profession entails getting
up each morning to victimize someone whom he does not even know. Torture poisons all of society
those that are afraid to speak out against it, denouncing the evil and suffering to which they have
been subjected, as well as those that feign ignorance or make believe nothing has happened so as
to keep on living with a clear conscience. "Torture also completely distorts the roles of government
and the state, because people's rights are violated precisely by the same authority empowered to
protect them. It is as if a shepherd, instead of looking after his flock, were to become a wolf and
attacked his sheep. Torture is a profound problem that requires profound solutions, not ambiguous
measures. This problem can be and must be solved in the democratic future. To do this we must
help the victims to recover and compensate them within our possibilities. "We must educate those
charged with maintaining public order, so that they are respectful of human rights. We must work
to improve all public institutions, including those administering justice, who have often failed,
unfortunately, at protecting those rights. Above all, we must let truth be known. If we do not,
and simply close and forget this chapter in Chile's history, we will be trying to heal an infected
wound without opening and cleaning it. Such a wound will never close. Experience shows that
this would be a serious mistake. Truth leads to the recognition of errors, to a reconciliation of the
Chilean people. It will enable us to know what really happened, so that we may work together to
prevent it from ever happening again. "If we meet this reality head on, with responsibility and
without a spirit of revenge, taking advantage of our experience and that of other countries, we
will be able to overcome this chapter [of our history] and perhaps, afterwards, we will be reborn
in unity and strength." (Basic data from 09/15/88 report by Instituto Latinamericano de Estudios
Transnacionales-ILET)
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